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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 149 


[Abstract:] Inquires what metal is used to alloy American gold coin. 


Office of the Jewelers’ Journal, 
Chicago, 
December 21, 1887 


Hon. James R. Snowden 
Dear Sir: - 

Will you kindly oblige me by informing me what metal or metals is used to alloy 
American gold coin and what have been the changes in kind and proportion of alloys used — with 


the dates of such changes. 


Truly, 
L.J. Gildersleeve 


Were you likely to remember me would allude to pleasing recollections of your genial 
face and kindly expressions in a Methodist Sunday School in Franklin when I was a very small 
boy. I also remember courtesies at the Mint. These recollections cover forty or more years yet I 
know that were I to meet you now I should recognize the same pleasant continence. L.J.G. 


[Enclosed note: ] 


Act of Congress 1873. The alloy of the gold coins, shall be copper, or of copper and 
silver: but the silver shall in no case exceed one-tenth of the whole alloy. 


Act of Congress 1837. The alloy of the gold coins shall be copper and silver provided 
that the silver do not exceed one half of the whole alloy. 


